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II. ASIA-AFRICA 


Taiwan Strait Situation 


Chinese Nationalist concern is growing over a recent se- 
ries of events which appear to indicate a step-up in Chinese 
Communist air activities. These include air clashes on 13 
and 14 August, dummy dive bombing runs by four MIG's over 
Matsu Island on 12 August, flights in the vicinity of the lightly 
held Tungyin Island group near Matsu, and occupation by the 
Communists of the jet airfield of Nantai near Foochow, some 
40 miles-from the Matsus. The Nationalists also report that 
the Communists are assembling landing craft at Amoy, but this 
is not confirmed by American observers. 


Nationalist Minister of Defense Yu Ta-wei informed Ad- 
miral Smoot on 13 August of his belief that the Communists 
now are in the third phase of a six-phase program to occupy 
the Nationalist-held offshore islands. He described this third 
phase as the "winning of air control"--to be followed by bomb-~ 
ing of Nationalist supply vessels, assault on the weaker off- 

. Shore islands, and isolation of the islands. The present events, 

Yu believes, parallel those which occurred prior to the Ichiang 
invasion and the evacuation of the Tachens in 1954-55. 


The air engagement on 14 August occurred when seven 
Nationalist F-86F's on patrol sighted four MIG-17's cruising 
below them 10 miles south of Matsu. The Nationalist aircraft 
made two passes, shooting down two MIG's on the first pass 

- and setting another on fire on a second pass. One F-86 crashed 
into the water 50 miles short of its home base on Taiwan, pre- 
sumably as the result of battle damage. 


The American air attaché reports that this engagement 


indicates a reversal of the previous Nationalist policy of avoid- 
ing air combat. Chiang Kai-shek is known to have indicated 
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his desire to avenge the loss of two Nationalist F-84's on 
29 July to MIG's based at Swatow, and the Nationalist Air 

- Force apparently capitalized on an opportunity to even the 
score. 





Communist overflights of the offshore island area and 
attempts to destroy Nationalist reconnaissance aircraft will 
almost certainly lead to more and possibly larger air clashes. 
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